
2018 SAN DIEGO ILLUSTRATOR’S INTENSIVE 
MENTEE ASSIGNMENT FROM LAURENT LINN 

World Building: Starting the Journey 
 
Our goal is to create a finished picture book illustration by going through a speeded-up version of the basic 
process an illustrator and art director would go through when creating art for a book to be published. The 
process will be divided into three stages (details below). Hopefully this will be fun, artistically challenging, and 
will let you have a great new portfolio piece when we’re done! 
 
ASSIGNMENT: 
 
Using either (choose one):  

• (A) The first lines of your own picture book manuscript, or  
• (B) These provided first lines of a picture book text: “Kazu’s home was unlike any other. So special. So 

unique! But Kaszu did not belong there.” 
 
Illustrate this opening moment of the book in a way that introduces the reader to both the main characters and 
the world they inhabit. This is the beginning of the journey: the moment we meet our protagonist and see how 
they fit, or don’t, into their world—all of which will be new to the reader. The illustration should show your 
best visual storytelling skills while creating an emotional connection between the reader and the character(s). 
The first pages of a picture book not only start the story arc, but show the promise of the book and plant the 
seed of the theme that will carry through the story. They are the entry into your created world. 
 
STAGE 1: Create a sketch of the scene you’ve selected to illustrate. By January 20, 2018, send a jpeg of this 
sketch to the SCBWI Illustrator Coordinator, Katrin Azimi, who will then send it on to me. Then, by February 
25, 2018, you will receive written comments on your sketch from me. 
 
STAGE 2: Incorporating my sketch comments, create the final color art of the scene in whichever medium you 
choose. (See size specifications below.) This is your final interpretation of the assignment. Send a jpeg of your 
illustration by April 7, 2018 to Katrin Azimi. 
 
STAGE 3: On the Illustrator’s Intensive day, please bring your your original sketch of the full scene and the 
original final art piece. As a group, I’ll discuss each attendee’s sketches and final piece, looking at how it is 
successful as well as how it could perhaps be improved.  
 
The goal is for everyone to learn from each other and be inspired and energized by talking about art with fellow 
creative people! While attendees may be at different experience levels and perhaps a bit shy of sharing their art 
in front of others (aren’t we all!), the day will be positive with a good energy of children’s books. 
 
--------------------------------- 
ART SPECIFICATIONS: 
•  Each illustration should be a two-page spread. Art size: 17” wide x 11” tall. (Meaning two 8.5” x 11” pages 
put together.) 
•  You may use borders if you like, or have the art go full-bleed (right to the edge), or a combination. 
•  Leave an area for the text to go on each spread — the text should be set as 14pt. Times Roman (or 
equivalent), double spaced — you can place the text in the first sketch, but please leave it out of the final art 
piece. 


